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Chapter 7 Consequences of consumption – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 7.5
An increasing number of companies are following socially and environmentally sustainable principles and practices in all the countries they operate in.
Imagine a transnational company has asked you, as a global citizen, to form a team to write up a list of four social and/or environmental sustainability principles for their company to follow for all the countries they work in.
Work in a small group (up to five people) and complete the following tasks:
1
Decide what the main business of the company is – for example, is it a mining company, clothing company, cool drink manufacturer, fast-food chain or motor vehicle manufacturer? Give the company a name.
2
Identify two to four human rights issues that are important to the type of company you have chosen. (Hint: Go to www.cambridge.edu.au/hass9weblinks, then follow the link to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights [UDHR], Articles 23 and 24, for some ideas.)
3
Identify two to four environmental issues that are important to the type of company you have chosen. (Hint: You could consider biodiversity, waste reduction, impact on carbon emissions or water quality.)
4
Choose four issues the company would like you to write principles for.
5
Write a principle for each of the four issues you have selected.
6
Check that the principles make sense and then share them with your class.
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