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Chapter 7 Consequences of consumption – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 7.1
For a product that you have recently bought, or are looking at buying, find out about:
•
the raw materials used – are they mostly:

[image: image1.emf]
•
the environmental impact (on habitat, biodiversity, water and greenhouse gas emissions) of obtaining its raw materials:
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•
the levels of greenhouse gas emissions associated with processing the raw materials into the product:
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•
the working conditions in the raw material sites and the processing sites:
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•
where the product was made:
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•
how long you think you will use the item for:
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•
how you will dispose of the product:
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•
the environmental impact (on habitat, biodiversity, water and greenhouse gas emissions) in disposing of the product:
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•
whether or not the company that manufactured the product has policies relating to fair trade, work practices and environmental sustainability:
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•
where you can find out more about the social, environmental and economic impacts of the product.
Once your class has finished their personal surveys, have a class discussion on the level of pre-purchase awareness of the class. Then use the graph below to indicate your opinion on pre-purchase awareness levels in your class.
LEVEL OF PRE-PURCHASE AWARENESS
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Mark on the line where you think:
•
the class average awareness is (A)
•
the person with highest awareness is (H).
In the past this survey would have been a much easier task, as people purchased fewer products, particularly electronic products, than we do today. Also, people were also more likely to have produced a lot of what they used (especially food) themselves or purchased it from within their local area.
Now even a bunch of grapes we eat may have come from California and the garlic cloves we use in a stew could have come from Argentina.
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