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Chapter 13 Progressive ideas and movements (1750–1918) – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 13.10
Imagine that you are a girl or boy aged 15 years and born in 1850 to a blacksmith father and a mother who takes in washing. You have five brothers and sisters. Write a diary entry of a day in your life in an English town or an Australian rural community.

Questions you may like to keep in mind while writing your diary entry include:

•
Would you be likely to go to school?

•
Would you be working and, if so, where?

•
At what age would you expect to get married?

•
What rights would you have to control your life?

•
Would you be able to vote?

•
Would you consider any of these options: joining an organisation to improve your life, migrating to another country or running away to sea?

Remember that the answers might be very different for boys and girls.
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